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HENRIK LUND 


Nature can only be apprehended by nature, 
and we must ourselves be, in a large and vigor- 
ous way, a part of nature in order to be touched 
by an art of such singleness and bigness as that 
of Henrik Lund. 

T hese simple words were written not long 
ago by our young, brilliant and profound 
poet, Olaf Bull, in an enthusiastic article 
on the art of Henrik Lund. I wish hereby to 
make them my own. 

In the midst of an epoch in art that is sur- 
feited with intellectual discriminations and 
satiated by the consumption of over-spiced 
originality, we meet this broad-shouldered, full- 
blooded, robust figure ; he walks straight toward 
us and demands with candid naivet6 : “ Make 
room for me and my nature !'* 

1 would not be a Norwegian if I did not 
respond readily to the phenomenon. He radiates 
full strength, assurance, vitality. 

And yet, strong, self-confident men may be 
found aplenty in nations no older than ours, and 
I should perhaps be speaking within my limita- 
tions as a Norwegian, lacking that relation with 


modern international art which I hope I possess, 
if I were simply to allow myself to be impressed 
by my friend Henrik’s sturdy power. He has 
other and rarer gifts. 

It may perhaps be said that Henrik Lund does 
not belong to any modern school of art, yet he 
has the qualities that will make him in a lasting 
sense a modern painter. In his works there are 
certain indications that they will be able to sur- 
vive several of the changing fashions in our age 
and reach the waters that are quiet, but deep. 

The truth is, he is an unusual artist, because 
he is an unusual man. 

Lund is, of course, an impressionist, a pupil 
and worshipper of Manet. He is indisputably a 
colorist and a virtuoso with his brush, a man of 
taste, esprit and various such matters. Yet all 
this would not suffice to lift him above the fair 
level of mediocrity attained by many intelligent 
and able contemporary portrait painters. 

The best part of Henrik Lund’s work is the 
fruit of intuition. He has a rapid and keen 
faculty for finding his way about in a milieu or in 
relation to a personality. He has psychological 
perception and the gift of pointed characterization. 
He can seize a fleeting expression, the gleam of 
the eye, the half-smile in the corner of the mouth, 
the movement that reveals and yet conceals the 


character. Yet even this is not, to my mind, his 
greatest gift. 

A portrait painter who desires to attain the 
highest^must not content himself with seizing the 
striking external “ erscheinung.*' He must try 
to penetrate to the very structure of the spirit 
and to sense the life atmosphere in which the 
personality has its being. It does not often occur 
even in the career of a great artist that he is able 
to do this. It does occur in the work of Henrik 
Lund, for I have seldom seen an artist who to a 
like degree combines talent and intuitive knowl- 
edge of human nature. 

What need to speak of the more external 
features of Lund’s art ? Are they not apparent 
enough ? His broad, sure brush-strokes, the 
strength and ingratiating charm of his coloring, 
his dash and brilliance. 

As he sets out to bring his work to the great 
West, I feel sure that even in these times of 
disturbance he will not pass unnoticed. 

JENS THUS 

Director of the National Art Gallery 
Christiania, Norway 


PAINTINGS 


I. Pola Gauguin 


2. Mr. Hugo Reisinger 

Lent by Mrs. Reisinger 


3. In the garden 


4. Mrs. Henry Reuterdahl 
Lent by Mr. Reuterdahl 


5. Borghild Langaard 

Lent by Mrs. Langaard 


6. Mr. Burchardt 

Lent by Mrs. Burchardt 


7 - 


Young girl 


8. Director Blackstad 


9. Miss Ellen Hvide Bang 


10. On the porch 


II. Mr. Th. Halvorsen 

Lent by Mrs. Halvorsen 


12. Grey house in Snow 


13. Christiania Fjord 


14. Red Barn 


15 - 


Tete-a-Tete 


i6. 


Luncheon on the grass 


17. Summer mid-night in Norway 


18. Easter in the Mountain 


19. Mr. Oskar Warner 


20. Artist’s wife 


21. Open Door 


22, Mr. Geddes of Toledo 


23. Landscape with wagons 


24 - 


Winter Landscape 


LITHOGRAPHS 


25. Colonel Roosevelt 


26. Gunnar Heiberg 


27. Th. Laureng 


28. Harald Stormoen 


29. Carl Narup 


30. Sigurd Bodtker 


3X. Johanne Dybwad 


32. Nils Kjar 


ETCHINGS 


33. Edvard Grieg 


34. Prof. Viggo Johansen 


35. Kr. Zahrtman 


36. Karl Madsen 


37. Oda Nielsen 


38. Willumsen 


39. Prof. Julius Paulssen 


40. 


Anna Larsen 


41. Peter Fjeldstrup 


42. Helge Nissen 


43. Prof. Martinius Nielsen 


44. Carl Holsoe 


45. Vilhelm Hammershoi 


46. Prof. Joachim Skovgaard 
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